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Sra. Jessica Pinson

Room 208, ext. 23350
B.A. Spanish, MTSU ‘06, M.A.T. Spanish, MTSU ‘13
Spanish Embassy – Baeza, Jaen, Spain, 2006-2007

Objective: 
To achieve an increased awareness of the grammatical structures Spanish has to offer, while maintaining and widening our approach to comfortable, everyday conversation. Students will be able to communicate with any native speaker, whether from Central/South America or Spain. We will be moving ourselves toward fluency in the four language areas:  listening, reading, writing and speaking, with a focus on current events and effective, persuasive opinions. 
Supplies: 
· Avancemos 3 Textbook & Workbook
· 3-Ring Binder with dividers and filler paper 
· La Casa en Mango Street,  Sandra Cisneros; ISBN: 978-88-7754-810-8
· Spanish/English Dictionary (Suggested: Harper Collins (printed) or Word Reference FREE App)
· Colored Pens for peer editing & grading
Classroom Rules: 
· All students must abide by the CMS handbook.
· Be respectful towards me and your fellow students. This is most important.
· Classroom communication between student/teacher and other students is expected to be in the target language, Spanish!!   (
· Digital or computer translators of any kind are NOT allowed. Any detection of a translator will result in a failed grade on the homework or project. 

Homework: 
Homework will be given regularly and will be posted on the board at the beginning of class. It is your responsibility to look for and write down all homework assignments. Homework is due at the beginning of the class period unless otherwise noted. I will check for completion at the beginning of each class. I have the ability to take up the homework for accuracy at any point. 
· Late Work: Late homework will be done along with the class for half credit during the class. Then, a peer tutoring session will be scheduled to make sure content is understood. 
Quizzes & Tests: 
Quizzes are given after every lesson in a Unit. Tests are given at the end of a Unit or Chapter. Students are not allowed to leave class for any reason while they are taking a test or quiz. Take care of all needs before class.
· Quizzes & Tests will be organized by Skill (i.e., Irregular Preterit Tense, Vocab, etc…). Students have the option to retake portions of the quiz/test. The retake will be a more challenging version because you have had more time to study. Anyone may retake, but those skills with a C or lower will result in automatic retakes. 

Retakes: 

· In order to schedule a retake with Ms. Pinson, student must prove that he/she has worked to master the skill by choosing from the options below and then bringing the completed activities for her to look over when he/she comes to schedule the retake. 
· Depending on your score, there is graduated practice. 

· For Cs and higher, you need 3 activities to retake

· For D-F, 4 activities

Please come before class or during study hall to show the work and schedule the retake. This will give ample time to look over and clarify any problems. 

      Some examples of self-directed practice: 

1. Make handmade Flash Cards & review
2. Go to www.quia.com/shared/spanish. Search the skill and practice. Do 3 activities and screen shot the completion pages.
3. Go to a session of peer tutoring with the National Spanish Honor Society

4. Visit www.studyspanish.com and read through the skill and then take the quiz. 

5. Re-Write your notes for the skill, color coding them, and then write 10 sentences using the skill in different situations/verbs. 
6. Write an 8-sentence letter to someone using the skill. Be creative!

7. If verb form, choose 10 different verbs and conjugate them in the t-charts. 

8. Find a video on YouTube, TeacherTube, etc. that explains the skill. Watch, and then write a summary of what was talked about. 

9. Choose an assignment from class and go through and explain why the answers are what they are. 

10. Visit a flash card site (www.StudyBlue.com, www.Quizlet.com), search for the skill, practice for 10 minutes. 

11. Make and use a foldable

12. Other: ?

· Once proof is shown that the student has practiced the material, he/she may schedule the retake with Ms. Pinson during C/D lunch ONLY. 
Projects: 
Two main projects are given over the year; one each semester. Projects turned in late will be reduced by a percentage each day. 
Speaking Assessments: 
4 formal speaking assessments will take place over the course of the year. These will begin in quarter 1, test the students’ progress in their speaking ability, focused upon certain grammar or skill sets, and are graded on a pre-set rubric. 
Grading: 
Online grades will be updated weekly (Usually Thursday). Grades are based on the point system. Number of points earned will be divided by total number of points possible during a quarter. Points can be deducted from the grade for insufficient participation. Breakdown:

HOMEWORK = 10-15

QUIZZES = 35-45          TESTS = 80-100
PROJECTS = 75-100
Attendance: 
When absent, per the Handbook, you have 5 days to turn in the missing/late work. I will not come searching for you! It will count as 0% until turned in or after time frame expires. 

Parent, please sign below that you have read through and understand our syllabus. The student will keep this in their folder for easy reference. Thanks!
_________________________________________________      __________________

Parent/Guardian Signature






 Date
I am looking forward to a great year with each of you. 


¡Bienvenidos!











